
 

 

L I M I T E D  S C O PE  
R E P R E S E N TAT I O N  

 

“ a  la  ca r t e  l ega l  s er v i ce ”  
 

 

 

Efficient legal service: 

 Increase Revenue 

 Save Time 

 Provides affordable legal service for 

the client 

 Saves court delays caused by  

self-represented litigants 

 Provides a win for everyone 

involved 

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS: 

Do I have to let the court know I am 
representing the client using LSR?  

Does LSR increase malpractice risk? 

Must the lawyer make an independent 
inquiry into the facts? 

When does the limited appearance end? 
Is a court order required?  

RESOURCES: 
 

For more information visit the  
limited scope representation section in the 

Pro Bono Attorney’s Deskbook  
It can be found at 

www.courts.mo.gov/hosted/probono/
LimitedRepresentation.htm  

 
An editable sample LSR agreement that meets 
the requirements of the Supreme Court Rules is 
available at www.courts.mo.gov/hosted/probono/

Forms/FormforLtdReprtf.rtf 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The committee welcomes suggestions  
for further development of these or  

additional resources. E-mail questions  
or suggestions to the committee at 

cafc@courts.mo.gov 
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What is Limited Scope  
Representation (LSR)? 

 

LSR is where a lawyer and 
the client agree on limited 
legal services rather than the 
lawyer handling the matter in 
its entirety.  

 
What can be done in LSR? 

Legal tasks involved in LSR 
include, but are not limited to, 
providing legal advice or 
coaching, legal research, 
drafting legal documents or 
pleadings, and representing a 
client at a court hearing or 
mediation.  

 
Authority 

Rule 4-1.2 (c) states, “A 
lawyer may limit the scope of 
representation if the client 
gives informed consent in a 
writing signed by the client to 
the essential terms of the 
representation and the 
lawyer's limited role.” 

Benefits of using 
LSR with 

Paying Clients 

Benefits of using 
LSR with 

Pro-Bono Clients 
 

 LSR is a time-saving 
way to reach the 
underserved population 
in need of help. 

 Allows the pro bono 
client to be given 
responsibility for certain 
tasks that they are able 
to do.  

 Encourages the pro 
bono client to engage in 
and take ownership of 
their own legal issue. 

  

The Judge’s Role 
Visit the LSR section of The 
Judges’ Tool Kit on Pro 
bono Legal Assistance at 
www.courts.mo.gov/
page.jsp?id=42938 for 
resources you can use to 
work with your local judges. 


